
 

 

 

PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE (PAS) 
Signature Gathering for the Referendum to Overturn this New Law 

 

HISTORY & BACKGROUND 

ABx2-15, signed by the Governor on October 5, 2015, legalizes physician-assisted suicide in our state.  Concerned 
citizens have filed a referendum to ask voters to overturn this perilous law.  To succeed, it must first receive enough 
signatures by January 4, 2016 in order to qualify for the ballot in the November election (2016). 
 
Because this law presents an unprecedented moral threat to dignity and the timing for a referendum is so short, 
signature gathering will be allowed in parishes and encouraged the arch/dioceses of California.  The moral challenge in 
this law fundamentally changes physician-patient relations and further endangers ailing Californians.  This is a grave 
and unprecedented moment is our State’s history which could have repercussions in the rest of our nation and the 
world. 

 

CHURCH TEACHING – EMBRACING OUR DYING 

“Even the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the poor, are masterpieces of God’s 
creation, made in his own image, destined to live forever, and deserving of the utmost reverence and respect.”  

—Pope Francis’ Message to Catholics at their annual Day of Life, July 2013 
 
As Catholics, our teachings on the end of life respond to both the needs of the dying and those accompanying them.  
We should all promote the prudent and responsible exercise of patient autonomy during a patient’s last days.   Those 
who are dying should experience the embrace of family, quality palliative care and love and never feel that they are a 
burden.  Our Catholic health care providers offer this effective and compassionate care throughout our state. 

 

WHY YOU SHOULD GET INVOLVED 

 “People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their lives by acting as committed and responsible citizens, 
not as a mob swayed by the powers that be. Let us not forget that “responsible citizenship is a virtue, and 
participation in political life is a moral obligation”. 

—Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium , November 2013 
 
We have a responsibility as Catholics to make a difference in our communities and advance the common good.  
We are called to help create a just society, to bring our values into the political arena, and advocate for a strong 
democracy and increased civic participation, especially to be a voice for those who are most vulnerable and most in 
need.  It is our duty to stay informed and help keep our republic strong by participating in a civil discourse. 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO  

 Sign the referendum petition and encourage others to do so as well. 

 Volunteer to circulate a petition at your parish or other community gathering. 

 Be well informed.  For more information and additional resources on what the Catholic Church teaches on end-
of-life issues, please visit our website: www.cacatholic.org or www.ahardpill.org. 

 To learn more about the referendum now underway, please visit www.stopassistedsuicide.com. 

 

http://www.cacatholic.org/
http://www.ahardpill.org/
http://www.stopassistedsuicide.com/

